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been alarmed by adverse reports which had trickled in con-
cerning the fighting in the Pyrenees and before San Sebastian.
" The news of your late victories, of which you made me
the bearer, has created the greatest sensation here," wrote the
Prince to Lord Wellington on August i6th, " the Sparrow
cutter having brought very alarming reports as to our loss
before St. Sebastian and in the battle of the 28th. The
Regent is quite delighted with the manner in which the troops
behaved_____" ?
The next triumph of Lord Wellington's army was the
capture of San Sebastian on September 8th.
It had, however, a tragic ending, for the whole town was
eventually destroyed by fire, and many innocent women and
children and non-combatants perished in the flames.
The fire was part of the defensive operations of the French
who had deliberately ignited certain houses near the breach
and certain streets of the town to add to the difficulties of
the storming troops.
Unfortunately the fire did not confine itself to the scene of
military operationsas the Frenchhadintended,forthewind took
a hand, and the flames spread, until the whole place became
a blazing conflagration and hardly a house was left standing.
The fire of San Sebastian was by the malicious minded attri-
buted todeliberateintentionon the part of the British, and Lord
Wellington's enemies used it as a whip to lay upon his back.
At this particular period, there was bad blood between the
British General and the Spanish War Minister, and the latter
made the fire an excuse to stir up an anti-British party in Spain.
The calumnies against the British troops for their conduct at San
Sebastian had reached such a height [wrote Henry Wellesley * to his
brother], that upon talking over the subject with Major Smith I requested
him to make out a plain statement of what had occurred, which has
* He had succeeded his elder brother as British Minister in Spain in
1812, when Lord Wellesley returned to England to become Foreign
Minister.
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